November 2022

Blessed Sacrament Newsletter
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
“Blessed are the peacemaker, for they will be called children of God.”
- Matthew 5:9
This month’s virtue is peace-making, and as Catholics, we are to
promote peace as a positive, action-oriented idea. St. John Paul II
described peace as not “just the absence of war; it involves mutual
respect and confidence between peoples and nations. It involves
collaboration and binding agreements. At Blessed Sacrament, we
focus on promoting peace as something that begins within ourselves as an inner state of well-being and calm. Working at our
inner peace will help us to promote non-violence, practice conflict
resolution and allow us to cooperate to solve problems.
On November 11th, we will remember
those who fought and died for peace and
for the freedom we enjoy today. Staff and
students are invited to wear a poppy on
Remembrance Day to commemorate the
bravery of these veterans.

A LOOK AHEAD ...
Nov. 1:

All Saints Day

Nov. 2:

All Souls Day

Nov. 2:

Take Our Kids to Work Day

Nov. 2-5:

Holocaust Education Week

Nov. 6-12:

Treaties Recognition Week

Nov. 7-11:

English as a Second Language Week

Nov. 8:

National Indigenous Veterans' Day

Nov. 11:

Remembrance Day

Nov. 16:

Photo Retake Day

Nov. 18:

PA Day

Nov. 20:

National Child Day

Nov. 20:

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe

Nov. 20-26: Bullying Prevention & Awareness
Week

R. Agostino & C. Grossi

LUNCHTIME SUPERVISORS Needed
We are looking for two new lunchtime supervisors for our Blessed
Sacrament community. The position of lunchtime supervisor will
run from Monday through Thursday for one hour each day from
11:15 am – 12:15 pm. If you are interested in working as a lunchtime
supervisor, please pick up an application form from the office.
Once applications have been completed and submitted to the
office, they will be forwarded to the Board for review. All applicants must have a criminal reference check that the Board will
conduct once submitted applications are completed.

Feel free to contact Vice-Principal, Ms. Grossi at
Carla.Grossi@tcdsb.org, if you have any questions regarding the
lunchtime supervisor position.
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Nov. 22:

CSPC Meeting at 6:45pm

Nov. 27:

Advent Begins

Dec. 2:

PA Day

Dec. 8:

First Reconciliation for Grade 2s

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Virtue of the Month Award Recipients ....2
Meet your new CSPC ................................. 3
CSPC Fundraising and Investments .......... 4
Congratulations Cross-Country Team...... 7
Volunteers Needed ..................................... 8

Reminder:
Morning Supervision in the Playgrounds
Starts at 8:15am
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NOVEMBER VIRTUE OF THE MONTH: PEACE-MAKING
Criteria for the Virtue of Peace Making Award
•
•
•
•
•
•

students who demonstrate calm and instill peace in others
students who stay level-headed under pressure
students who generously forgive others
students who promote and practice conflict resolution
students who engage in inner peace practices like meditation
students who are actively involved in school activities related to promoting peace

OCTOBER VIRTUE OF THE MONTH AWARD RECIPIENTS
Each month, nominated students will receive a virtue certificate and button. The following
students have consistently demonstrated the characteristics of the month's virtue: Gratitude.
ELP
Art H.
Oliver I.

Gr. 2
Aydin C.
Beatrice S.

Gr. 4
Ashlyn H.
Jamison V.

Matilda M.
Alexandre R.

Anthony D.
Charlie T.

Keisha B.
Emersen H.

Lorenzo M.
Emma R.
Valentina B.

Gr. 2/3
Catalina V.
Grayson T.

Gr. 1
Juan A.

Gr. 3
Abigail T.
Max M.

Gr. 5
Faith A.
Alixe L.
Karys T.

Christian T.
Violet D.

Camille R.
Teddy S.

Gr 5-EF
Alessandra F.
Carmen P.
Alonso M.

Gr. 6
Scarlet A.
Teddy M.
Isla C.

Gr. 8
Anaya C.
James S.

Gr. 6/7-EF
Nicolas P.
Lorenzo I.
Federica B.

Katherine D.

Gr. 7
Maeve M.
Jonathan B.

SEPTEMBER VIRTUE OF THE MONTH RECIPIENTS
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Mickle L.
Gr. 8-EF
Andrea M.
Ella L.
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BLESSED SACRAMENT 2022-2023 CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL
Thank you to everyone who participated in our first CSPC meeting of the year and AGM on October 4 th, where
your new Parent Council was voted in. Here is your CSPC for the 2022-2023 school year:
From left: Emily O’Halloran, Wendy
Abbott-Serroul, Sara Santos-Tran
(Treasurer), Teresa Trudel, Danielle
Riposati (Chair), Nadina Jamison
Vanden Hoven, Evelyne Di Donato
and Tiffani Steer.

THANK YOU 2021-2022 CSPC
This past year, we said goodbye to some longstanding CSPC members who have all made important contributions to
the school community. Melissa Sellner was a member of Parent Council for 7 years. She created and maintained our
amazing school website, was responsible for the monthly newsletter and supported school communications in many
other ways. Marlene Chiarotto also stepped down. During her 7 years on council, she was Treasurer for 6 years, an
essential role that required a keen attention to detail and an enormous amount of her personal time. The Chiarotto
family holds a special place in the Blessed Sacrament community and we're so grateful for Marlene's invaluable contributions. Tanya Bishop stepped down after 6 years on council. She was co-chair of the 2018 spring gala, and also
served as chair of the STEM committee, overseeing the council's investments in STEM resources for the school.
Finally, Christin Greb stepped down after 8 years on council, 5 of those as Chair. Christin’s leadership and collaboration will be missed. A high level of parent involvement is an important part of what makes Blessed Sacrament so
special, and we thank these parents for their support and dedication to the school.
Thank you to everyone who participated in our first CSPC meeting of the year and AGM on October 4th. All
parents are encouraged to attend CSPC meetings, where you can connect with other parents, get up to date on
happenings at the school, and be involved in discussions that make your school a better place. There are 7 CSPC
meetings throughout the year (all dates are posted on the school website). While we moved these meetings to a
virtual format during COVID, we’re looking at ways to re-establish in person meetings and still give those who aren’t
able to attend in person an opportunity to participate. Stay tuned for more info and we look forward to seeing you
at our next meeting on Tuesday, November 22nd!
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CSPC
It’s hard to believe it’s already November! A special welcome to the new families that have joined our school this
year. We hope you are feeling excited to be part of such a wonderful school community. And a very warm
welcome to our new Principal, Mr. Agostino, and Vice Principal, Ms. Grossi.
We are very excited for this school year, and returning to many of the events and activities that build school spirit
and raise important funds. We kicked off the year with a successful Walkathon on October 6th, which was a
colourful celebration and a fun day for all. Throughout the year, we look
forward to bringing you other great events, such as the school’s annual
Fun Fair. We also look for ways to give back to the community and
support those less fortunate through our Christmas Wish program and
Pass it On clothing drives.

CSPC FUNDRAISING AND INVESTMENTS
As part of planning our fundraising and investment priorities, CSPC sends out a parent survey every few years to
gauge feedback on budget priorities, areas for future investments, school and CSPC communications and meetings.
We received valuable feedback from the survey we sent out in April 2022 and have already implemented changes
based on your feedback. For example, we’re always creating more opportunities for you to get involved in the
school, including Kiss n’ Ride, Class Parents, and Pizza Lunch volunteers. We’ve also started sending out CSPC
meeting minutes immediately after the meeting so parents who weren’t able to attend can have access to timely
information. But you don’t need to wait until the next parent survey to let us know what you think. Questions,
comments, or just want to say hi? Email us anytime at blessedsacramentcspc@gmail.com.
At the beginning of each year, the Principal, through consultation with teachers, gives CSPC a "wish list" of items for
the upcoming year that would require additional funding. Together, we prioritize where money would be best spent
to benefit all students. Full financial reports are available on the school website, so you can see exactly how much
money has been raised and how those funds are being invested.
This year, we will continue to invest in technology, Jump Math and other STEM resources, athletic equipment and
programs, arts programs and activities, and mental health and well being initiatives.
This is why our fundraising efforts are so vital! These important resources, activities and programs that are not funded by the Board
simply wouldn’t be possible without the additional funds raised
through events like Walkathon, Fun Fair and the Spring Gala (held
every two years). We need your leadership and support to ensure we
can continue to raise the funds needed so that every student gets a
positive, productive experience at Blessed Sacrament. Visit the
school website throughout the year for a complete list of volunteer
opportunities.
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WE ASKED; YOU RESPONDED.
So much appreciation for the amazing volunteerism at the school.
Kudos to some of the incredible individuals helping thus far!
Website and Newsletter: Sincerest thanks to Celia Figel for phenomenal work on the website
and newsletter. There was a ton of work involved to make the website more dynamic and robust. Results include more user friendly and website traffic driven up exponentially from previous years. The revamped newsletter looks fantastic – Thanks Celia!

Class Parents / Reps: All class reps have been secured. We appreciate all your many efforts to
date. This year’s class reps include: Jaime Liu, Alexandra Snell, Christan Bosley, Cynthia Zeemel,
Michelle Augusto, Christine Grabowski, Shannon Doyle Raffoul, Laurie Petrungaro, Malina Giorgio, Stephanie Tjon, Michelle Martel, Helen MacDonald, Ruth Baryliuk, Joanna Develiadis, Susan
Sivric, Angela Dipadova, Nancy Marconi, Sandra Abreu, Jennifer Faraone and Catherine Robles!

Kiss N Ride: Gratitude is extended to Deb Hutton for her terrific work serving as program coordinator. Wonderful to see the two dozen or so frequent group of morning volunteers!

Pizza Lunch: Fabulous news that Pizza Lunch is back! Kudos to Estelle Gorby who serves as the
program coordinator. Assisting Estelle is the Pizza Committee that includes: Michelle
Augusto, Enza Giordano, Cynthia Zeemel and Adriana Gabriel. Additionally thus far there have
been over 34 class pizza distributors – so grateful!

Walkathon: Special shout out to this year’s co-chairs Teresa Trudel and Sara Santos-Tran. Key
committee members included Bianca Araújo, Wendy Abbott Serroul, Nadina Jamison Vanden
Hoven and Evelyne Di Donato. There were over 60 volunteers to help ensure the event was
safe and fun – thank you!

Communications: This year we unveiled a new more regular (and fun!) email
communication – the Buzz. Thanks to Wendy Abbott Serroul for her leadership on this.

Volunteer Coordinator: Thank you Nadina Jamison Vanden Hoven for coordinating all the
class parents, providing guidance and ensuring that all of the amazing programs in our school
have volunteers!

PHOTO RETAKE DAY
NOVEMBER 16TH, 2022

Student Bursary Fund
As part of the annual budget, CSPC sets aside a student
bursary fund for BSCS families who may need financial
support. These funds are available to help families with
school-related expenses such as class trips, pizza lunch,
club participation etc. Requests can be made in
confidence directly to the Principal at riccardo.agostino@tcdsb.org.
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PROGRESS REPORT CARD AND PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
The Progress Report will show how your child is progressing toward achieving overall and specific
expectations. The first and second-term report cards (in February and June) will provide a summative assessment of achievement. Students’ development of Learning Skills during each term
will also be reported.
Communication with parents and students about achievement occurs throughout the school year
and is not limited to the three formal reporting months (November, February and June). Please
feel free to contact your child’s teacher at any time to request a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and
achievement. Information will be sent home soon about Parent-Teacher Conferences.

PROTOCOL FOR
ADDRESSING ISSUES
Please contact your child's teacher
first when an issue or concern arises
regarding your child. Please contact
the Principal if the
issue is not
resolved to your
satisfaction.

OUR SCHOOL IS A
RESPECTFUL ENVIRONMENT
The Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) promotes a
safe, healthy, secure and respectful environment for everyone.

Any act of inappropriate behaviour, harassment or discrimination is
unacceptable and will not be tolerated. The TCDSB will take
appropriate measures against reported incidents.
For further information, please reference the Board's Harassment
and Discrimination Policy H.M. 14 and the Respectful Workplace
Guidelines at https://assets.tcdsb.org/TCDSB/2234864/HM14.pdf

CONFLICT RESOLUTION POLICY

FOOD ALLERGIES

The Toronto Catholic District School Board is a Catholic educational
community committed to the creation of an environment which fosters mutual respect for the dignity and well-being of all stakeholders,
including but not limited to students, staff, parents and volunteers
and focuses on working towards mutually acceptable solutions that
are consistent with relevant Board policies.

BIRTHDAYS & CELEBRATIONS

At the TCDSB, staff work diligently to ensure
concerns are addressed respectfully and professionally, consistent with the Education Act and all
other relevant legislation and Board policies.
Members of the TCDSB community are offered various options to
ensure their concerns are addressed appropriately. Visit the board
website for details: https://www.tcdsb.org/page/conflict-resolution.
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Food products containing nuts, peanuts, peanut by-products and
peanut oil may not be
brought into the school.
Furthermore, please do not send any
food treats throughout the year on
birthdays or other celebrations. Alternatives to food items could be a small toy
item, pencil, stickers, crayons, a small
loot bag (1 or 2 items) or party hats.
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COLD WEATHER AND DRESSING APPROPRIATELY
Students need to come prepared to participate in all activities, including outdoor recess. Please
ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for the forthcoming colder weather, including
having hats, boots, and mittens/gloves.

INDOOR SHOES
Please ensure that your child has a pair of indoor shoes. It will reduce the amount of
dirt and mud brought indoors. Students may not go with just socks or sandals/crocks
inside the school. Closed shoes must be worn for safety. Consider packing an extra
pair of socks and pants if your child gets wet during the snowy months ahead.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING TEAM!
It was a pleasure to see the return of Cross Country this Fall at Blessed Sacrament!
Our student athletes represented Blessed Sacrament well and placed 1 st overall
in both Divisional and Regional Cross Country Meets! They showed determination, perseverance, and class. With over 80 students competing at the
Divisional Meet, our school captured the title with 65 runners making it on to
Regionals. Our Regional Meet was equally as successful. Not only did we win
the Regional title, but we also had 28 move on to the City Championships,
where we placed 2nd overall! We are Home of the Champions!
We thank our coaches Ms. Adam, Ms. Alicia, Ms. Coulter, Ms. De Angelis,
Ms. Fisher, Ms. Guarino, Ms. McGowan, Ms. Parvu, Ms. Walker and
Ms. Zambri, for their time, commitment and hard work in preparing students to
complete at the highest level!
A well-deserved Congratulations goes out to all of the team members for their
hard work and dedication throughout the entire season!
Team members are: Alyssa R., Camille R., Chloe M., Jessica L., Leah M.,
Mila M., Nicole M., Seren K., Serena G., Christian C., Graham M., Grayson T., Lino W., Matthew G., Max M., Sam P., Teddy S., Thatcher S.,
Ava S.M., Ashlyn H., Gwenyth F., Marlowe T., Melinda D., Mia B., Mia M., Nora
M., Violette T., Brayden M., Christian B., Ethan K., Emerson H., Jamison V.H.,
Kieran C., Lincoln L., Santiago V., Stefan P., Abby S., Abigail K., Carmen R.P.,
Cecelia T., Lila G., Matilde N., Sofia P., Stella B., Valeria M., Benjamin D., Conner M., Conor M., David R., Jake R., Jasper G., Jovian M., Kohei S.L., Samuel T.,
Emmeline M., Erica W., Federica B., Genevieve H., Hannah B., Heidi L., Kaitlyn
O., Madeline M., Orlie T., Braedon B., Cooper P., Francesco C., Jack H., Landon
M., Stefano G., Xavier S., Arianna M., Aurora K., Emma S.L., Fernanda M.C.H.,
Mataya M., Andrew M., Devyn A., Lauren R., Parker M., Siena B., Tabitha H.,
Willow J., Adrian A., Benjamin A., Ethan R., James S., Nicolas O., William S.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR:
KISS ‘N RIDE PROGRAM

Drop-off begins at 8:15am and ends at 8:30am

The morning drop-off program that keeps our kids safe.
Volunteers are need from 8:10 – 8:30 a.m.

Sign-up for a shift or two at Kiss N Ride or through SignUp Genius located on the Blessed
Sacrament school website: www.blessedsacramentcs.com and click “Volunteer to Help”.

PIZZA LUNCH
A BIG thank you to all volunteers who have already signed up to help.
As a reminder, volunteers are needed for ALL classes – JK through to Grade 8.
More volunteer slots are available - it only takes 20 minutes.

To help, please use SignUp Genius, Pizza Lunch.
For queries etc., contact us at bscspizzalunch@gmail.com

PASS IT ON DONATION DRIVE
A program coordinator is needed to organize the collection of gently used uniforms to pass
along to schools in need.
Contact Nadina Jamison Vanden Hoven.

Thanks in advance for your participation!
YOGA FOR KIDS

Bundle Up
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul will be collecting donations at

Blessed Sacrament Church
24 Cheritan Avenue
November 5th - 6th, 2022

Special Holiday Themed Classes

Grades 1 to 3 — Tuesdays: Nov. 22nd – Dec. 13th
Grades 4 to 6 — Thursdays: Nov. 24th – Dec. 15th
Cost: $50 for 4 Classes
Classes are held in the Library.

Donations are being collected in
support of Second Kicks
Donate used soccer uniforms, cleats, shin pads and balls to Second
Kicks by dropping items off at

Bring a lunch and a yoga mat or towel.
SPACE IS LIMITED.
Register by emailing bella@bellafityoga.com
Wait for a confirmation email before sending payment.
www.bellafityoga.com

1525 Mount Pleasant Road by November 23rd.
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BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH NEWS
DONATIONS FOR THE NORTH
The Knitting Group is collecting NEW Wool Socks and Waterproof Gloves and Mitts, also Ski Jackets and Pants
- new or GENTLY Used - all sizes, to send to Northern Communities in the Moosonee-Hearst Diocese. Donations can be dropped off in the carton at the entrance to the church, until the end of November.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
We would like to invite you and your family to a “Mass of Remembrance” to celebrate all those who have died
this past year, and all those who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith. The Mass will be celebrated on
Wednesday, November 2nd at 6:30 pm. We will announce their name and light a candle in their memory. All are
welcome. Light refreshments to follow in the parish hall. If you would like further information please email the
church at blessedsacrament@archtoronto.org or call the parish office at 416-481-2256.

CONTACT & INFORMATION
Blessed Sacrament School:
Office phone: 416-393-5225
Principal:
Mr. Riccardo Agostino
Vice Principal:
Ms. Carla Grossi
Superintendent:
Shawna Campbell
Trustee:
Maria Rizzo (Ward 5)
Website: www.blessedsacramentcs.com

Board

Twitter: @BSCSchool
Blessed Sacrament Parish:
Office phone: 416-481-2256
Father Larry Marcille
Address: 24 Cheritan Avenue
Website: www.blessedsacramenttoronto.ca

Please send submissions for the December 2022 Newsletter to Celia Figel: celia.figel@gmail.com by November 24th, 2022.

9

