CONSTITUTION – BLESSED SACRAMENT CSAC (Jan 1998)

1. Name

The name shall be the Blessed Sacrament Catholic School Advisory Council, hereinafter referred to as the School Council.

2. School Community

The Blessed Sacrament Catholic School community, hereinafter referred to as the school community, is composed of the parents/guardians of students enrolled in the school, the school staff membership, both teaching and non-teaching, the pastor and the parish designates, the school trustee, the students and the Catholic ratepayers within the area serviced by the school.

3. Objectives

The objectives of the School Council are:

(i) To serve as a forum through which the needs, aspirations and concerns of the school community can be expressed.

(ii) To help the principal and the teachers bring appropriate community resources to the school.

(iii) To help the principal and the teachers ensure that parents recognize and exercise their right to participate in the education of their children.

(iv) To provide advice to the school principal and, where appropriate, to the school board on any of the regulation two (2) of MSSB Policy S. 10-Catholic School Advisory Councils.

4. By-laws

The school community and its properly constituted School Council may pass by-laws providing for the governance of the School Council.

5. Mission Statement

The School Council will conduct its business in such a manner as to support at all times the Mission and Vision statements of the M.S.S.B.

Appendix A

Regulation two (2) of MSSB Policy S. 10- Catholic School Advisory Councils
2. Advisory Responsibilities of the Catholic School Advisory Council
(a) The Catholic School Advisory Council will provide advice to the principal and, where appropriate, to the Board on any of the matters listed below that the Council has identified as priorities:

(i) local School-year calendar;

(ii) school code of the student behaviour;

(iii) curriculum and program goals and priorities;

(iv) the responses of the school of Board to achievement in provincial and board assessment programs;

(v) preparation of the school profile;

(vi) criteria to be used in the selection of principals;

(vii) school budget priorities, including local capital-improvement plans;

(viii) Catholic school-community communication strategies;

(ix) methods of reporting to parents and the Catholic community;

(x) extracurricular activities (spiritual, social and recreational) in the school;

(xi) school based services and community partnerships related to social, health, recreational and nutrition programs;

(xii) community use of school facilities;

(xiii) local co-ordination of services for children and youth;

(xiv) development, implementation and review of board policies at the local level;

(xv) recruitment and training of school volunteers from the community;

(xvi) strengthening the relationship between the school, the parish and the family.

(b) The Catholic School Advisory Council shall in addition:

(i) promote Catholic faith and Gospel Values;

(ii) establish its goals, priorities and procedures, consistent with the Mission, Vision and strategic directions of the Board and the local school community;

(iii) organize information and training sessions to enable members of the Council to develop their skills as Council members;

(iv) hold a minimum of four meetings per year which shall be open to members of the Catholic school community;  the Council may choose to hold additional meetings for the purpose of planning and/or in-service;

(v) communicate regularly with parents and other members of the community to seek their views and preferences with regard to matters being addressed by the Council, and the report on the activities of the Council to the Catholic school community.

Appendix B

M.S.S.B. Mission and Vision Statements
METROPOLITAN SEPARATE SCHOOL BOARD

MISSION
In a school community formed by Catholic beliefs and traditions, our Mission is to educate students to their full potential by providing:

· leadership in the shared responsibility for education that exits among schools, students, families, parishes and the community

· a safe and welcoming learning environment that is an example of Christian community

· role models of Gospel Values and Catholic doctrines, teachings and beliefs

· guidance in what students need to learn

· instruction in the learning process itself

· religious, academic and technological instruction

· integration of Catholic, Christian beliefs into the total learning experience and

· feedback on students’ proficiency and performance.

VISION OF OUR STUDENTS
We envision students who:

· are formed in the Catholic faith

· apply Christian values to life’s opportunities, challenges and choices

· pursue academic excellence

· demonstrate relevant knowledge and ability

· display self-esteem and self-respect

· strive to be the best they can be

· demonstrate skills for developing and maintaining personal and family wellness and

· demonstrate global perspective and community responsibility.

VISION OF MSSB
To provide students with the qualities they will require, our Vision of MSSB is a school system that:

· is Christ-centered

· is student-focused

· demonstrates a clear sense of purpose

· is visibly and demonstrably Catholic

· reflects empowering leadership

· applies collaborative decision-making

· is innovative and

· provides role models among all stakeholders for all these qualities.
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