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BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL (CSAC)

csac@blessedsacramentcs.com

September 12, 2011

Dear Blessed Sacrament Parents,

Welcome back! On behalf of the parent community, we would like to welcome all new and returning families back to Blessed Sacrament, as well as warmly welcome our new Principal, Vernon Sweeney, to the school community.

We are writing to you as the Executive of CSAC, Blessed Sacrament’s Catholic School Advisory Council. Its purpose is to improve pupil achievement and enhance the accountability of the education system through the active participation of parents. CSAC helps to give a formal voice to parent involvement, advocates for Catholic education and coordinates volunteer opportunities for parents. CSAC is also the primary vehicle for fundraising at the school; this year you will notice 30 new netbooks and one new Smartboard that were purchased out of funds raised from the parent community. Thank you!
In keeping with the school’s green initiatives, CSAC sends out the majority of its communications by email. This Friday, watch your inbox for your first issue of the Update, a bi-weekly electronic newsletter edited by volunteer Mary Smeaton that highlights school events and initiatives. If you do not receive your Update, please notify the volunteer administrator for our e-communications, Paz Galarce, at paz@galarce.net. We appreciate your patience as we work together to update our database.
The newsletter is always full of important information about the school 's activities  and we encourage you to review it carefully. You should also bookmark the school’s website at http://www.blessedsacramentcs.com/, where you’ll find the latest news, calendar, CSAC meeting minutes and other important information. Note that there is a password-protected parents’ section which can be accessed by emailing Irene Cook, our volunteer webmaster at webmaster@blessedsacramentcs.com. 
Mark Your Calendar …for the following important dates!

Wednesday, September 21 4:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.:  Welcome Back BBQ (invitation attached). All families are invited for a casual BBQ in the school yard. 

Tuesday, September 27, 9:00 am – 11:00 a.m. Walkathon. The walkathon is one of four major school fundraising events that will be held this year. Students collect pledeges and then walk laps around Wanless Park. More information will follow. 

Monday, October 3, 6:45 p.m. CSAC Meeting & Elections. All parents are encouraged to attend.  

CSAC Meetings are generally held on the first Monday of the month. They are about an hour long and include reports from the Principal, CSAC Chair and CSAC Treasurer as well as pertinent updates on events and initiatives at the school. All parents are welcome to attend CSAC meetings and each Class Parent is encouraged to ensure that their class is represented at every meeting.

Nominations are now open to all parents of current Blessed Sacrament students to join the Executive. The 2010-2011 Executive was:

 

Theresa Stephen, Chair (parent of Joseph, Grade 3 and Ryan, Grade 1)

Greg Prince (parent of Madeleine, Grade 3 and Jack, Grade 6)

Tara O’Hagan (parent of Craig, Grade 3, and Claire, Grade 5)

Jennifer Bizzarri (parent of Paolo, Grade 3, Francesca, Grade 2 and Alexander, JK)

Lynn Lancefield (parent of Olivia, Grade 8)

Nadia Vattovaz (parent of Braden, Grade 3 and Kyle, Grade 1)

Ellen Hastings (parent of Cullen, Grade 3)

 

Terms are generally two years long. While all the above volunteers have agreed to stay for the 2011-2012 year, new volunteers are welcome. In addition to the CSAC Executive, there are many other volunteer opportunities in the different programs and events at the school. Some tasks can be completed  by email  at your convenience, while others require your presence at the school during school hours or on event days. There’s something for everyone. Please review the volunteer letter attached and consider what role you might play at the school this year.  Complete the enclosed and return it to your child's teacher no later than Tuesday September 20th.   

Finally, we welcome your feedback! The general CSAC email address is csac@blessedsacramentcs.com, and we also have a physical mailbox in the main office of the school. Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.

We hope to see you at the BBQ on the 21st.
Theresa, Greg, Tara, Jennifer, Lynn, Nadia and Ellen
Blessed Sacrament CSAC Executive 2010-2011
